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Customers want instant gratification; Workers say it’s pushing them to the brink 


UPS teamsters and workers hold a rally, Friday, July 21, 2023, in Atlanta, as a national strike deadline nears. 
Associated Press 


By ALEXANDRA OLSON 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Six 
straight days of 12-hour 
driving. Single digit pay- 
checks. 
The 
complaints 
come from workers in vast- 
ly different industries: UPS 
delivery drivers and Holly- 
wood actors and writers. 
But they point to an un- 
derlying factor driving a 
surge of labor unrest: The 
cost to workers whose jobs 
have changed drastically 
as companies scramble to 
meet customer expecta- 
tions for speed and con- 
venience in industries trans- 
formed by technology. 
The COVID-19 pandemic 
accelerated those chang- 
es, pushing retailers to shift 
online 
and 
intensifying 
the 
streaming 
competi- 
tion among entertainment 
companies. 
Continued on Page 2 
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Customers want instant gratification; Workers say it’s pushing them to the brink 


Continued from Front 


Now, from the picket lines, 
workers are trying to give 
consumers a behind-the- 
scenes look at what it takes 
to produce a show that 
can be binged any time or 
get dog food delivered to 
their doorstep with a phone 
swipe. 
That 
workers 
are 
over- 
worked 
and 
underpaid 
is an enduring complaint 
across industries — from 
delivery drivers to Starbucks 
baristas and airline pilots — 
where surges in consumer 
demand 
have 
collided 
with persistent labor short- 
ages. Workers are pushing 
back against forced over- 
time, punishing schedules 
or company reliance on 
lower-paid, 
part-time 
or 
contract forces. 
At 
issue 
for 
Hollywood 
screenwriters and actors 
staging their first simultane- 
ous strikes in 40 years is the 
way streaming has upend- 
ed the economics of enter- 
tainment, slashing pay and 
forcing showrunners to pro- 
duce content faster with 
smaller teams. 
“This seems to happen to 
many places when the 
tech 
companies 
come 
in. Who are we crushing? 
It doesn’t matter,” said 
Danielle 
Sanchez-Witzel, 
a screenwriter and show- 
runner on the negotiat- 
ing team for the Writers 
Guild of America, whose 


members have been on 
strike since May. Earlier this 
month, the Screen Actors 
Guild–American 
Federa- 
tion of Television and Radio 
Artists joined the writers’ un- 
ion on the picket line. 
Actors and writers have 
long relied on residuals, or 
long-term payments, for 
reruns and other airings of 
films and televisions shows. 
But reruns aren’t a thing on 
streaming services, where 
series and films simply land 
and stay with no easy way, 
such as box office returns or 
ratings, to determine their 
popularity. 
Consequently, 
what- 
ever 
residuals 
streaming 
companies do pay often 


amount to a pittance, and 
screenwriters have been 
sharing tales of receiving 
single digit checks. 
Adam Shapiro, an actor 
known for the Netflix hit 
“Never Have I Ever,” said 
many actors were initially 
content to accept lower 
pay for the plethora of roles 
that streaming suddenly 
offered. But the need for 
a more sustainable com- 
pensation model gained 
urgency when it became 
clear streaming is not a 
sideshow, but rather the 
future of the business, he 
said. 
“Over the past 10 years, we 
realized: ‘Oh, that’s now 
how Hollywood works. Eve- 


rything is streaming,’” Sha- 
piro said during a recent 
union event. 
Shapiro, who has been 
acting for 25 years, said 
he agreed to a contract 
offering 20% of his normal 
rate for “Never Have I Ever” 
because it seemed like “a 
great opportunity, and it’s 
going to be all over the 
world. And it was. It really 
was. Unfortunately, we’re 
all starting to realize that if 
we keep doing this we’re 
not going to be able to pay 
our bills.” 
Then there’s the rising use 
of “mini rooms,” in which a 
handful of writers are hired 
to work only during pre-pro- 
duction, sometimes for a 


series that may take a year 
to be greenlit, or never get 
picked up at all. 
Sanchez-Witzel, co-creator 
of the recently released 
Netflix series “Survival of 
the Thickest,” said televi- 
sion shows traditionally hire 
robust writing teams for the 
duration of production. But 
Netflix refused to allow her 
to keep her team of five 
writers past pre-production, 
forcing round-the-clock re- 
writes with just one other 
writer. 
“It’s not sustainable and I’ll 
never do that again,” she 
said. 
Sanchez-Witzel 
said 
she 
was struck by the similarities 
between her experience 
and those of UPS drivers, 
some of whom joined the 
WGA for protests as they 
threatened their own po- 
tentially 
crippling 
strike. 
UPS and the Teamsters last 
week reached a tentative 
contract staving off the 
strike. 
Jeffrey Palmerino, a full- 
time UPS driver near Alba- 
ny, New York, said forced 
overtime emerged as a top 
issue during the pandemic 
as drivers coped with a 
crush of orders on par with 
the holiday season. Drivers 
never knew what time they 
would get home or if they 
could count on two days 
off each week, while 14- 
hour days in trucks without 
air conditioning became 
the norm.q 


Actor Jane Fonda speaks at a picket line outside Netflix studios on Friday, July 28, 2023, in Los 
Angeles. 
Associated Press 


Two tribal nations to open Minnesota’s first legal recreational 
marijuana dispensaries 


WHITE EARTH, Minn. (AP) — 
At least two tribal nations 
are expected to open Min- 
nesota's first recreational 


marijuana 
dispensaries 
in August as recreational 
marijuana becomes legal 
to possess and grow in the 


state on Tuesday. 
Following a council vote on 
Friday, the White Earth Na- 
tion in northwestern Minne- 
sota legalized recreational 
cannabis and will begin 
selling it sometime in the 
first half of August, Minne- 
sota Public Radio reported. 
Both tribal members and 
non-tribal adults 21 years 
and older would be able to 
purchase from the nation's 
dispensary. 
Weeks 
earlier, 
NativeC- 
are — a tribal-run medical 
marijuana provider — an- 
nounced a recreational 
marijuana dispensary ex- 
pected to open shortly on 


Red Lake Nation once the 
new law takes effect, the 
Star Tribune reported. The 
nation is also in northwest- 
ern Minnesota. 
The band could've started 
selling recreational mari- 
juana at that time but de- 
cided to wait until Minne- 
sota's new marijuana law 
legalizes possession state- 
wide. 
"Our intention is to be a 
good partner and ultimate- 
ly fill the void for people 
who intend to use canna- 
bis," Red Lake tribal sec- 
retary Sam Strong told the 
Star Tribune. 
The 
state's 
Democratic- 


controlled Legislature ap- 
proved a massive marijua- 
na legalization bill this year, 
which 
Democratic 
Gov. 
Tim Walz signed in May. 
White Earth Nation and Red 
Lake Nation plan to take 
advantage of their sover- 
eignty and allow sales right 
away. But the state proj- 
ects most legal retail sales 
won't begin until early 2025, 
while it creates a licensing 
and regulatory system for 
the new industry. 
Minnesota is the 23rd state 
to 
legalize 
recreational 
marijuana, more than a de- 
cade after Colorado and 
Washington did so.q 


Marijuana plants grow at LifeLine Labs in Cottage Grove, Minn., 
June 17, 2015. 
Associated Press 
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By LOLITA C. BALDOR and 
TARA COPP 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden has de- 
cided to keep U.S. Space 
Command 
headquarters 
in Colorado, overturning a 
last-ditch decision by the 
Trump 
administration 
to 
move it to Alabama and 
ending months of politically 
fueled debate, according 
to senior U.S. officials. 
The officials said Biden was 
convinced by the head of 
Space Command, Gen. 
James 
Dickinson, 
who 
argued that moving his 
headquarters now would 
jeopardize military readi- 
ness. Dickinson’s view, how- 
ever, was in contrast to Air 
Force leadership, who stud- 
ied the issue at length and 
determined that relocating 
to Huntsville, Alabama, was 
the right move. 
The officials spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity to dis- 
cuss the decision ahead of 
the announcement. 
The president, they said, 
believes that keeping the 
command 
in 
Colorado 
Springs would avoid a dis- 
ruption in readiness that the 
move would cause, par- 
ticularly as the U.S. races 
to compete with China in 
space. And they said Biden 


firmly believes that main- 
taining stability will help the 
military be better able to 
respond in space over the 
next decade. Those fac- 
tors, they said, outweighed 
what the president be- 
lieved would be any minor 
benefits of moving to Ala- 
bama. Biden’s decision is 
sure to enrage Alabama 
lawmakers and fuel accu- 
sations that abortion politics 
played a role in the choice. 
The location debate has 


become entangled in the 
ongoing battle between 
Alabama Republican Sen. 
Tommy Tuberville and the 
Defense Department over 
the move to provide travel 
for troops seeking repro- 
ductive health care. Tuber- 
ville opposed the policy is 
blocking hundreds of mili- 
tary promotions in protest. 
The U.S. officials said the 
abortion issue had no ef- 
fect at all on Biden’s deci- 
sion. 


And they said the president 
fully expected there would 
be different views on the 
matter within the Defense 
Department. 
Formally created in Au- 
gust 2019, the command 
was temporarily based in 
Colorado, and Air Force 
and Space Force leaders 
initially recommended it 
stay there. In the final days 
of his presidency Donald 
Trump decided it should 
be based in Huntsville. The 


change triggered a num- 
ber of reviews. Proponents 
of keeping the command 
in Colorado have argued 
that moving it to Huntsville 
and creating a new head- 
quarters would set back its 
progress at a time it needs 
to move quickly to be po- 
sitioned to match China’s 
military space rise. And Col- 
orado Springs is also home 
to the Air Force Acade- 
my, which now graduates 
Space 
Force 
guardians, 
and more than 24 military 
space missions, including 
three Space Force bases. 
Officials also argued that 
any new headquarters in 
Alabama would not be 
completed 
until 
some- 
time after 2030, forcing a 
lengthy transition. 
It is home to the Army’s 
Space and Missile Defense 
Command. 
According 
to 
officials, 
Air Force Secretary Frank 
Kendall, who ordered his 
own review of the mat- 
ter, leaned toward Hunts- 
ville, while Dickinson was 
staunchly in favor of stay- 
ing put. The officials said 
Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin presented both op- 
tions to Biden. 
The decision was good 
news for Colorado law- 
makers. q 


The flag of the U.S. Space Command is presented during a ceremony for the establishment of the 
command in the Rose Garden of the White House, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2019, in Washington. 


Associated Press 


Biden has decided to keep Space Command in Colorado, 
rejecting move to Alabama, officials tell AP 


By SEAN MURPHY 
Associated Press 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 
Native American tribes in 
Oklahoma will get to keep 
their existing agreements 
on how they share money 
from tobacco sales with 
the state. The Oklahoma 
House voted on Monday to 
override Gov. Kevin Stitt’s 
veto of a bill that extends 
agreements on selling to- 
bacco for another year. In 
a bipartisan vote during a 
special session, the Repub- 
lican-controlled House met 
the two-thirds vote needed 
to override. The Senate 
overrode the governor’s 
veto last week. 
As a result, any tribe with 
an existing agreement on 


tobacco sales can opt to 
extend the terms of that 
agreement until Dec. 31, 
2024. Leaders from several 
of the state’s most powerful 


tribes were in the gallery for 
Monday’s vote. 
The override is the latest 
development in an ongo- 
ing dispute between the 


Republican governor and 
several 
Oklahoma-based 
tribes. Stitt, himself a citi- 
zen of the Cherokee Na- 
tion, has said he wants to 
adjust the compact lan- 
guage to make sure tribes 
don’t expand where they 
sell tobacco as a result of 
a landmark 2020 U.S. Su- 
preme Court decision that 
determined the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation’s historical 
reservation still existed. 
Since that decision, lower 
courts have determined 
the reservations of several 
other 
Native 
American 
tribes, including the Cher- 
okee, Chickasaw, Choc- 
taw and Seminole, are still 
intact. “I do not believe 
Oklahomans want eastern 


Oklahoma to be turned 
into a reservation,” Stitt 
said. “I will fight as long as 
I’m governor to make sure 
that we’re one state with 
one set of rules.” 
The current tobacco com- 
pacts, which allow the 
state and tribes to evenly 
split the tax revenue on the 
sale of tobacco on tribal 
land, generate tens of mil- 
lions of dollars each year in 
revenue for both the state 
and tribes. 
Senate President Pro Tem- 
pore Greg Treat said last 
week he wants to give the 
governor more time to re- 
negotiate the terms of the 
deal and has been openly 
critical of Stitt’s disputes 
with the tribes. q 


Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt speaks during inauguration 
ceremonies Jan. 9, 2023, in Oklahoma City. 


Associated Press 


Native American tribes in Oklahoma will keep tobacco deals 
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By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) 
— The cosmos is offering up 
a double feature in August: 
a pair of supermoons culmi- 
nating in a rare blue moon. 
Catch the first show Tues- 
day evening as the full 
moon rises in the south- 
east, 
appearing 
slightly 
brighter and bigger than 
normal. That’s because it 
will be closer than usual, 
just 222,159 miles (357,530 
kilometers) away, thus the 
supermoon label. 
The moon will be even 
closer the night of Aug. 
30 a scant 222,043 miles 


(357,344 kilometers) distant. 
Because it’s the second full 
moon in the same month, it 
will be what’s called a blue 
moon. 
“Warm summer nights are 
the ideal time to watch the 
full moon rise in the eastern 
sky within minutes of sunset. 
And it happens twice in Au- 
gust,” said retired NASA as- 
trophysicist Fred Espenak, 
dubbed Mr. Eclipse for his 
eclipse-chasing expertise. 
The last time two full super- 
moons graced the sky in the 
same month was in 2018. It 
won’t happen again until 
2037, according to Italian 
astronomer Gianluca Masi, 


founder of the Virtual Tele- 
scope Project. 
Masi will provide a live we- 
bcast of Tuesday evening’s 
supermoon, as it rises over 
the Coliseum in Rome. 
“My plans are to capture 
the beauty of this ... hope- 
fully bringing the emotion 
of the show to our viewers,” 
Masi said in an email. 
“The supermoon offers us 
a great opportunity to look 
up and discover the sky,” 
he added. 
This year’s first supermoon 
was in July. The fourth and 
last will be in September. 
The two in August will be 
closer than either of those. 


Provided clear skies, bin- 
oculars or backyard tele- 
scopes can enhance the 
experience, Espenak said, 
revealing 
such 
features 


as lunar maria the dark 
plains formed by ancient 
volcanic lava flows and 
rays emanating from lunar 
craters.q 


MOJAVE NATIONAL PRE- 
SERVE, Calif. (AP) — Crews 
battled “fire whirls” in Cali- 
fornia’s Mojave National 
Preserve this weekend as 
a massive wildfire crossed 
into Nevada amid danger- 
ously 
high 
temperatures 
and raging winds. 
The York Fire was mapped 
at roughly 120 square miles 
(284 square kilometers) on 
Monday with no contain- 
ment. 
The blaze erupted Friday 
near the remote Caruthers 
Canyon area of the vast 
wildland preserve, crossed 
the state line into Nevada 
on Sunday and sent smoke 
further east into the Las Ve- 
gas Valley. 
A smoky hazy blotted out 
the sun midday on the Las 
Vegas Strip, and obliterat- 
ed views of mountains sur- 
rounding the city and sub- 
urbs. Because of low visibil- 
ity, the Harry Reid Interna- 
tional Airport in Las Vegas 
reported departure delays 
of 45 minutes or more, as 
well as slight delays for ar- 
rivals. 
A fire whirl sometimes 
called a fire tornado is a 
“spinning column of fire” 
that forms when intense 
heat and turbulent winds 
combine, according to the 
National Park Service. 
The vortexes which can 
be anywhere from a few 


feet tall to several hundred 
feet high, with varying rota- 
tional speeds were spotted 
Sunday on the north end of 
the York Fire. 
“While these can be fasci- 
nating to observe they are 
a very dangerous natural 
phenomena that can oc- 
cur during wildfires,” the 
park service wrote. 
The 
whirls 
require 
high 
temperatures to form. In 
Searchlight, Nevada an un- 
incorporated area about 
12 miles (19.31 kilometers) 
from the California border 


where the fire burned Tues- 
day’s high was 96 degrees 
Fahrenheit (35.5 Celsius), 
according to the National 
Weather Service. 
Significant portions of the 
U.S. population have been 
subject to extreme heat in 
recent weeks. Worldwide, 
July has been so steamy 
thus far that scientists cal- 
culate it will be the hottest 
month ever recorded and 
likely the warmest to hit hu- 
man civilization. 
Wind-driven flames 20 feet 
(6 meters) high in some 


spots charred tens of thou- 
sands of acres of black- 
brush scrub, pinyon-juniper 
woodlands and the fa- 
mous Joshua trees in the 
New York Mountains in San 
Bernardino County. 
It could take the pinyon-ju- 
niper woodlands 200 to 300 
years to become “a func- 
tional community again,” 
while the blackbrush scrub 
and Joshua trees are un- 
likely to regrow after this 
catastrophic blaze, which 
erupted without human in- 
tervention. 


“It will change the habitat 
possibly permanently,” said 
Ileene Anderson, a senior 
scientist at the Center for 
Biological Diversity. 
Even more, deer and big- 
horn sheep could become 
trapped by the flames, she 
said. If any manage to sur- 
vive the blaze, their resourc- 
es in the newly scorched 
landscape would be se- 
verely limited. 
In 2020, the Dome Fire 
ripped through the pre- 
serve, ravaging one of the 
world’s largest Joshua tree 
forests. 
Conservationists, 
including 
Anderson, 
are 
trying to revitalize the land 
by planting new trees since 
the species usually isn’t 
able to make a comeback 
naturally after a wildfire. 
The desert hasn’t adapted 
to fires; such blazes are rare 
because there are few igni- 
tion points in the harsh ter- 
rain. Generally, most fires in 
the desert are caused by 
humans, Anderson said. 
The cause of the York Fire 
remains under investiga- 
tion, though authorities say 
it started on private land 
within the preserve. Other 
details were not available 
Monday. 
To the southwest, the Bon- 
ny Fire burned about 3.6 
square miles (9.3 square ki- 
lometers) in the rugged hills 
of Riverside County. q 


Flames rise from the York Fire on Ivanpah Rd. on Sunday, July 30, 2023, in the Mojave National 
Preserve, Calif. 


Associated Press 


Crews are battling ‘fire whirls’ in California’s Mojave Desert 


A commercial airliner flies Northwest across Lake Michigan in 
front of the “Full Buck” supermoon, the first of four supermoons 
in 2023, July 3, 2023, in Chicago. 


Associated Press 


Two supermoons in August mean 
double the stargazing fun 
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SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herze- 
govina (AP) — The U.S. on 
Monday 
imposed 
sanc- 


tions on four ranking Bos- 
nian Serb officials for un- 
dermining a 1995 peace 


agreement 
that 
ended 
a war that left more than 
100,000 dead and millions 
homeless. 
The 
four 
officials 
sanc- 
tioned by the U.S. Treasury 
include Zeljka Cvijanovic, a 
Serb member of the tripar- 
tite collective Bosnian presi- 
dency, as well as the prime 
minister of the Serb entity in 
Bosnia, Radovan Viskovic. 
The four are alleged to 
have taken part in drafting 
a law that U.S. and other in- 
ternational officials say un- 
dermines the unity of Bosnia 
by ignoring the decisions of 
the country’s constitutional 
court. 
The Bosnian Serb parlia- 
ment has passed the law 


to not recognize or imple- 
ment any decisions by Bos- 
nia’s multi-ethnic Constitu- 
tional Court. 
“This action threatens the 
stability, sovereignty, and 
territorial integrity of Bos- 
nia and Herzegovina and 
the hard-won peace un- 
derpinned by the Dayton 
Peace Agreement,” said 
Under Secretary of the 
Treasury for Terrorism and 
Financial Intelligence Brian 
E. Nelson. “This behavior 
further threatens the coun- 
try’s future trajectory and 
successful integration into 
Euro-Atlantic institutions.” 
The Bosnian War started in 
1992, pitting mostly Muslim 
Bosniaks, Serbs, and Croats 


against each other. It end- 
ed with the U.S.-sponsored 
Dayton accords that creat- 
ed two regions, the Repub- 
lika Srpska and the Bosniak- 
Croat Federation. 
The Bosnian Serb ruling 
party, SNSD, said that the 
latest U.S. sanctions were 
“shameful” and “hypocriti- 
cal” and would not “stop 
us from doing our job.” 
The 
pro-Russian 
Bosnian 
Serb leader, Milorad Dodik, 
has openly been striving to 
separate Bosnian Serb terri- 
tories from the rest of Bosnia 
and join them with neigh- 
boring Serbia. 
Because of that, he was 
also sanctioned by the U.S., 
in 2017.q 


By JIM GOMEZ 
Associated Press 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
The leader of the European 
Union’s executive commis- 
sion cited Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine to warn against 
China’s 
increasingly 
as- 
sertive actions in disputed 
Indo-Pacific 
waters 
and 
against Taiwan and said 
Monday that the EU would 
not tolerate aggression in 
either region. 
European 
Commission 
President Ursula von der 
Leyen spoke at a joint news 
conference with Philippine 
President Ferdinand Mar- 
cos Jr. after holding talks in 
Manila that aimed to bol- 
ster trade, economic and 
security relations. 
The leaders announced the 
27-nation bloc would re- 
sume negotiations with the 
Philippines on a free trade 
agreement that stalled in 
2017 under Marcos’s pre- 
decessor, Rodrigo Duterte. 
Von der Leyen also stressed 
the need for security coop- 
eration, saying Russia’s full- 
scale invasion of Ukraine 
showed how authoritarian 
leaders “are willing to act 
on their threats.” 
“Russia’s war of aggression 
against Ukraine shakes the 
foundation of the interna- 
tional order. It is in violation 
of the U.N. charter and the 
fundamental principles of 
international law, such as 
territorial integrity and sov- 


ereignty,” she said. 
“This is why Europe sup- 
ports Ukraine’s brave fight 
against the aggressor, be- 
cause the illegal use of 
force cannot be tolerated, 
not in Ukraine, not in the 
Indo-Pacific,” von der Ley- 
en said. “Security in Europe 
and security in the Indo- 
Pacific is indivisible. Chal- 
lenges to the rules-based 
order in our interconnected 
world affect all of us.” 
“This is why we are con- 
cerned about the rising 
tensions in the Indo-Pacif- 
ic,” she said, adding that 
the EU backs a free and 
open 
Indo-Pacific 
“be- 


cause an Indo-Pacific free 
of the threats of coercion is 
key to all our stability to our 
peace, and to the prosper- 
ity of our people.” 
Without naming China, von 
der Leyen reaffirmed the 
EU’s recognition of a deci- 
sion by a U.N.-backed tribu- 
nal that invalidated China’s 
territorial claims in virtually 
the entire South China Sea 
on historical grounds. Chi- 
na has rejected the arbi- 
tration decision as a sham 
and continues to defy it. 
Von der Leyen’s visit to the 
Philippines is a sign of im- 
proving ties after a stormy 
period between the EU and 


Duterte over human rights. 
It’s the first such top-level 
visit in nearly six decades 
of Europe-Philippines rela- 
tions. The EU leader later 
spoke more bluntly against 
China at a business forum in 
Manila, where she warned 
that Beijing’s increasingly 
aggressive actions in Asia 
“could also have global re- 
percussions.” She criticized 
China’s stance on the war 
in Ukraine, its increasingly 
aggressive actions in dis- 
puted Asian waters and its 
provocative moves against 
Taiwan. 
“China’s show of military 
force in the South and East 


China seas and in the Tai- 
wan Strait directly affects 
Philippines and other part- 
ners in the region,” the EU 
leader said. “But it could 
also have global repercus- 
sions because any weak- 
ening of regional stability in 
Asia...affects global secu- 
rity, the free flow of trade 
and our own interests in the 
region.” 
Beijing has turned seven 
disputed reefs into missile- 
protected island bases in 
the last decade, further 
alarming Western govern- 
ments and rival claimants, 
including the Philippines, 
Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei 
and Taiwan. 
China’s 
fleet 
of 
coast 
guard ships and swarms of 
militia boats have warned 
vessels from rival claimant 
states and the U.S. military 
and its allies not to stray 
into its claimed territories in 
the disputed waters, which 
straddle one of the world’s 
busiest sea lanes and are 
believed to be sitting atop 
undersea deposits of oil 
and gas. 
Von der Leyen urged Asian 
nations never to rely on a 
single supplier for energy 
and raw materials, citing 
how “Russia tried to black- 
mail us” by considerably 
cutting its natural gas sup- 
ply to European countries 
after the EU imposed sanc- 
tions against Moscow over 
the invasion of Ukraine. q 


Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., second from right, claps beside European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen, second from left, after signing ceremonies at the Malacanang 
Presidential Palace in Manila, Philippines, Monday, July 31, 2023. 


Associated Press 


EU leader warn against China’s aggression in Asia 


Zeljka Cvijanovic, a Serb member of the tripartite collective 
Bosnian presidency attends the final campaign rally in the 
Bosnian town of Banja Luka, Friday, Sept. 30, 2022. 
Associated Press 


4 separatist Bosnian Serb leaders are sanctioned by U.S. Treasury 
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By ANWARULLAH KHAN and 
RIAZ KHAN 
Associated Press 
KHAR, Pakistan (AP) — An 
Afghan branch of Islamic 
State on Monday claimed 
responsibility for a suicide 
bombing in Pakistan that 
killed at least 54 people at 
a pro-Taliban party’s elec- 
tion rally, in one of the re- 
gion’s worst attacks in re- 
cent years. 
Islamic State in Khorasan 
Province made the claim 
in a statement posted on 
its Amaq website. It said 
the attacker detonated an 
explosive vest, and that the 
bombing in the northwest- 
ern town of Bajur was part 
of the group’s continuing 
war against forms of de- 
mocracy it deems to be 
against Islam. 
Hours earlier, hundreds of 
mourners in Bajur carried 
caskets draped in color- 
ful cloths to burial sites fol- 
lowing the previous day’s 
attack at the election rally 
for the Jamiat Ulema Islam 
party. Officials said Sun- 
day’s bombing killed 54 
people, including at least 
five children, and wound- 
ed nearly 200. 
The attack appeared to 
reflect divisions between 
Islamist 
groups, 
which 
have a strong presence in 
the district in Khyber Pak- 
htunkhwa province that 
borders Afghanistan. The 


Jamiat Ulema Islam party 
has ties to the Afghan and 
Pakistani Taliban. 
At least 1,000 people were 
crowded into a tent near a 
market for the rally ahead 
of fall elections, according 
to police. 
“People 
were 
chanting 
God is Great as the lead- 
ers arrived,” said Khan Mo- 
hammad, a local resident 
who said he was standing 
outside the tent, “and that 
was when I heard the deaf- 
ening sound of the bomb.” 
Mohammad said he heard 
people crying for help, and 


minutes later ambulances 
arrived and began taking 
the wounded away. 
Police had suggested in 
their 
initial 
investigation 
that Islamic State in Kho- 
rasan Province was a sus- 
pect. The group is based in 
neighboring Afghanistan’s 
Nangarhar province and 
is a rival of the Afghan Tal- 
iban and al-Qaida. 
Pakistan security analyst 
Mahmood Shah also previ- 
ously had said that break- 
away factions of the Paki- 
stani Taliban could be pos- 
sible suspects, though the 


group distanced itself from 
the attack. 
The Pakistani military spent 
years fighting the Pakistani 
Taliban, also known as Teh- 
reek-e-Taliban Pakistan, or 
TTP, in Bajur before declar- 
ing the district clear of mili- 
tants in 2016. But the Jamiat 
Ulema Islam party, headed 
by hard-line cleric and poli- 
tician Fazlur Rehman, has 
remained a potent political 
force. 
On Monday, police record- 
ed statements from some 
of the wounded at a hospi- 
tal in Khar, the district’s prin- 


cipal town. 
Female relatives and chil- 
dren wailed and beat their 
chests at family homes 
Monday as the dead were 
taken for funerals, following 
local customs. Hundreds 
of men followed the cas- 
kets to mosques and open 
areas for special funeral 
prayers and then into the 
hills for burial. 
As condolences continued 
to pour in from across the 
country, dozens of people 
who had lesser injuries were 
discharged from hospital, 
while the critically wound- 
ed were taken to the pro- 
vincial capital of Peshawar 
by army helicopters. The 
death toll continued to rise 
as some critically wounded 
people died in hospital, 
physician Gul Naseeb said. 
Gul Akbar, the father of an 
11-year-old boy who was 
wounded in the attack, told 
The Associated Press that 
his entire family was in a 
state of shock after hearing 
about the bombing Sun- 
day. He said he first went 
to the scene of the attack, 
and later found his son Tas- 
lim Khan being treated in a 
hospital in Khar. 
“What would I have done 
if he had also been mar- 
tyred? Five children died 
in this barbaric attack, and 
we want to know what our 
children did wrong,” he 
said. q 


By KANIS LEUNG 
Associated Press 
HONG KONG (AP) — The 
discovery of a whale car- 
cass in Hong Kong waters 
Monday sparked an out- 
pouring of grief on social 
media, with many com- 
ments blaming the mam- 
mal’s death on sightseers. 
Many residents speculat- 
ed that the dead mam- 
mal was the same whale 
that had been attracting 
groups of sightseers since it 
was first spotted in the city’s 
waters in mid-July. 
Compass 
Chan, 
scien- 
tific officer of Ocean Park 
Conservation 
Foundation 
Hong Kong, didn’t confirm 
whether it was the same 


whale. But he said an initial 
check of the dead whale 
found a new wound on its 


back, in addition to two old 
wounds. 
“It’s a pity,” Chan said at 


a media briefing. “I think 
it’s a good opportunity for 
everyone to think seriously 
about how we should get 
along with other species in 
nature.” 
The whale’s cause of death 
would have to be con- 
firmed by a necropsy, he 
said. 
The carcass was in found 
in the waters in Sai Kung a 
district known for its hiking 
trails, beaches and islands. 
Many 
residents 
blamed 
the death on sightseers 
who have flocked to those 
waters since a whale was 
spotted there about two 
weeks ago. Some posted 
a Canto-pop song whose 
title translates as “Whale 


Eater.” The foundation had 
released a statement last 
week saying that crowds 
of people had been seen 
approaching the animal, 
which was believed to be 
a Bryde’s whale of about 
seven 
meters 
(23 
feet) 
long. The foundation said 
at the time that the whale 
had propeller wounds and 
that nearby human activ- 
ity could cause it stress and 
have life-threatening con- 
sequences. 
The government said Mon- 
day night that the necrop- 
sy might take several days 
and that its results could 
help shape future policy for 
how to deal with whales in 
Hong Kong waters.q 


The carcass of a Bryde’s whale is seen in the waters of Hong 
Kong, Monday, July 31, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Discovery of a whale carcass in Hong Kong sparks anger 


Relatives and mourners carry the casket of a victim, who was killed in Sunday’s suicide bomber 
attack in the Bajur district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan, Monday, July 31, 2023. 
Associated Press 


IS claims responsibility for the bombing that killed 54 in Pakistan 
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The Bushiribana Gold Mill Ruins and its history 


(Oranjestad)—The Bushiri- 
bana Gold Mill Ruins is one 
of the most visited places 
by tourists on the island, 
as it lies along the north- 
ern coast line near the mini 
pool and on the way to the 
Natural Bridge. Despite its 
seemingly plain appear- 
ance, this ruin represents 
one of the most important 
histories of the island: The 
Aruban Gold Rush. 


Built in 1872 by English com- 
pany Aruba Island Gold 
Mining Company Ltd, the 
gold mill at Bushiribana 
was constructed in the 
area where most gold was 
found by locals. The story 
of gold on Aruba actually 
dates back to 1725, when 
a first exploration for gold 
on the island was commis- 
sioned by the Dutch West 
India Company. Under the 
leadership of Mr. Paulus 
Printz, a three-year search 
was conducted on Aruba, 
to no avail. Though they 
found some gold, it was 
enough to motivate a fur- 


ther search, and the assign- 
ment was discontinued by 
Printz himself. 


It wasn’t until 100 years lat- 
er, in 1824, when a young 
boy found a lump of gold 
while out herding his fa- 
ther’s sheep. His father took 
it to a local merchant who 
then sold the lump for $70. 
Unbeknownst to the boy 
and his father, they quite 
literally struck gold, and 
as word got out, a gold 
fever spread among the 
locals who started search- 
ing for more gold. About 25 
pounds worth was found. 


At the same time, the Aru- 
ban 
government 
took 
immediate 
actions, and 
informed 
Curacao 
that 
gold was found. At first, 
everyone could look for 
gold, as long as they sold 
it to the government. How- 
ever, after some time, the 
government decided to 
implement stricter rules and 
banned local search par- 
ties. 


Over the years, conces- 
sion-holding had seen dif- 
ferent 
companies 
from 
around the world, all of 
which used primitive meth- 
ods to dig and carve out 
gold from the rocks. Aruba 
Island Gold Mining Compa- 
ny Ltd. was no different, but 
used a unique method that 


involved grinding the rocks 
and letting the dust be 
blown away by the strong 
northeast 
wind, 
leaving 
clumps of gold behind. The 
next step was melting the 
gold and letting it attach 
to quicksilver in order to 
obtain pure gold. All these 
processes were done at 
the Bushiribana Gold Mill. 


The gold mill itself had a 
short life-span: only 10 years 
in service, but its structure 
remained relatively solid till 
this day, and is now a his- 
torical remnant. q 


Sources: Etnia Nativa & gold- 
mineranch.com. 


Visit the island’s hidden natural pools 


(Oranjestad)—Amongst 
the countless beaches sur- 
rounding the island that are 
well-known and frequently 
visited, there are an addi- 
tional two “hidden” natural 
pools that are situated in 
the northern coast of the is- 
land, two ideal stops in your 
tour itinerary. 


Conchi (Natural Pool) 
For many years, Conchi 
was the only natural pool 
that we had on the island. 
Located in the Arikok Na- 
tional Park, near Boca Keto 
and the Daimari Ranch, 
Conchi—also known “Cura 
di Turtuga (Turtle’s Cove) or 
just Natural Pool—is reach- 
able with any 4x4 vehicle 
or by foot if you’re up for a 
long hike. However, since it 
is part of the National Park, 
you must first get permission 
from park management to 
enter. You would have to 
purchase a day pass, and 
receive a wristband as 
proof of payment. Once 
you’ve 
completed 
that, 
you are set! 


If you decide to hike from 
the entrance of the Arikok 


National Park, this is also 
possible: do bring plenty 
of protective clothing and 
enough water and food—it 
could take you up to three 
hours to hike there! 
However, when you even- 
tually do get there, you 
will be greeted with crystal 
blue water surrounded by 
a natural rock formation 
that protects you from the 
wild waves on the other 
side. Though the pool is lo- 
cated on the northern side 
of the island (where the sea 
is largely rough and largely 
no suitable for swimming), 
the pool itself is very calm. 
It’s also relatively deep, 
and you can climb up the 
rocks and jump in! 


Cave Pool 
This relatively new pool ap- 
peared just a few years 
ago, when a part of the 
dried up coral floor broke 
off and created a partition 
between the ocean and 
what is now the natural 
pool that is hidden there. 
Because it’s still so new, 
there is no official name for 
it, but most people just call 
it the cave pool. 


Just like the Conchi, the 
new natural pool is situated 
on the northern coast of 
Aruba. However, this pool is 
much easier to reach with 
any type of vehicle, and 
there is no hiking needed. 
This spot has also become 
a regular stop for touring 
visitors. 


When you get there, may- 
be you won’t be able to 
spot the pool immediately, 
because you will probably 
notice the moon-shaped 
lagoon where wild northern 
waves crash into each oth- 
er. Sounds scary, but if you 
look down on your right, 
you’ll see a calm, crystal 
blue little pool in the cor- 
ner. To get there, you have 
to climb down some stairs. 
Be careful when climbing 
down and follow the in- 
structions of your tour guide 
if you have one. 


And just like Conchi, this 
pool also has a jumping 
spot, and a rope to climb 
back up the boulder.q 


Picture of cave pool is cred- 
ited to RockaBeach Tours 
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Team Member Appreciation Week 2023 highlights an engaging workplace 


Palm Beach – The annual 
Team Members’ Apprecia- 
tion week was designed 
this 
year 
to 
strengthen 
Team Members’ engage- 
ment with their peers and 
members of management. 
The diverse and entertain- 
ing program also aimed at 
creating emotional con- 
nections among partici- 
pants, which in turn result 
in stronger bonds among 
individuals, and a greater 
sense of job satisfaction 
and contentment. 


The week’s events were 
planned as more than just 
a way of having fun. They 
were formulated to allow 
the sharing of quality time, 
providing ample opportu- 
nities to enjoy the compa- 
ny of peers, while engaging 
in different activities. 


“Each and every one of our 
Team Members is a shining 
example of Hilton’s brand 
of hospitality, as they reach 
out to our guests and to 
each other, spreading the 
light and warmth of hospi- 
tality,” said, General Man- 


ager Lawrence Tuck, “and 
once a year during Team 
Member 
Appreciation 
Week, we make sure they 
have a great time and feel 
that distinct and personal 
appreciation we have for 
them.” 


The 
Appreciation 
Week 
started at the Team Mem- 
bers’ entrance with a deli- 
cious breakfast, followed 
by Bolas Criollas at Papaya 
Ranch, Kickball & Domino 
at Centro di Bario Noord, 


Crazy Bowling at the Eagle 
Bowling Center, a Father’s 
Day event at Laguna Cof- 
fee Shop, and a Hike to 
Black Stone Beach from the 
Natural Bridge at sunset. 


The activities during Team 
Appreciation Week 2023 
perfectly aligned with the 
company's 
core 
values, 
centered around serving 
people and continually in- 
vesting in Team Members' 
well-being to ensure ongo- 
ing job satisfaction. During 
Team Members Apprecia- 
tion Week, organized by 
the Department of Human 
Resources, they received 
an extra level of recogni- 
tion, reflecting the com- 
pany's commitment to the 
success and engagement 
of its workforce. 


According to organizers, 
Team Members had a blast 
during 
Team 
Apprecia- 
tion Week, which not only 
lifted their spirits but also 
strengthened their bond 
with the company. The 
positive engagement dis- 
played by the employees 
is a clear indication of the 
company's dedication to 
its workforce's growth and 
overall well-being.q 
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Aruba’s most family-friendly beaches 


(Oranjestad)—One of the 
biggest concerns that par- 
ents have when travelling 
with their children is a guar- 
antee of their safety and 
healthy enjoyment. There- 
fore, we thought it would 
be a great help to travel- 
ling parents to list off some 
the 
most 
family-friendly 
beaches around the island. 


Baby Beach in San Nicolas 
Baby Beach is one Aruba’s 
most popular and visited 
beaches, and for good rea- 
son: This sandy and quiet 
lagoon is a great place for 
parents to sit back and re- 
lax while their children play 
in the shallow shores of the 
beach. Beside the relaxing 


atmosphere, there are also 
several services that may 
accommodate your stay, 
like a parking lot, sun tent 
rentals, chairs, bathrooms 
and a snack bar right at 
the far left of the beach. 


Mangel Halto in Pos Chiq- 
uito 
Mangel Halto is situated 
in the back streets of the 
Pos Chiquito city. Though 
there are several stairs on 
the sides of the beach cliff 
leading you down, the best 
spot for families to hang 
out is across the bridge, 
passed the mangrove trees 
near the entrance sign. 
Here, there are small and 
big palapas, perfect for 


big and small families to 
set up their belongings. In 
this area, the shore is also 
shallow, falling right around 
your knee before slowly 
getting deeper: perfect for 
kids to safely play. 


Eagle Beach/Palm Beach 


in the hotel area 
Yet another highly popular 
beach site, Eagle Beach 
and Palm Beach is where 
most of our visitors go to 
tan, swim or play in the 
white sand. Because they 
are near the low-rise and 
high-rise hotel areas, these 


beaches are the most ac- 
cessible for visitors on foot. 
These beaches also offer 
many palapas free to use, 
but you can also rent chairs 
and tents. Much like Baby 
Beach, these sites are one 
of the best beaches for 
your children to play and 
build sand castles. 


Boca Catalina in Malmok 
Boca Catalina is a small bay 
beach near the Malmok 
beach area further down 
the hotel areas. Though it 
may not be a very sandy 
beach, it is relatively quiet 
and tranquil. This is a great 
place for family to lay down 
a big blanket and have a 
little picnic. This is also one 
of the best places to snor- 
kel, as this area is filled with 
little fish and corals, even 
close to the shore. 


Palm Island 
Ok, this one is technically 
not a beach, but a must- 
visit attraction for family fun. 
This small water park oasis is 
located further down the 
Mangel Halto Beach and 
is reachable by boat. This 
water park offers 6 hours of 
fun activities, food, drinks, 
and a chance to see pink 
flamingoes up close!q 
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Don’t forget to visit Aruba’s famous Red Anchor 


At the south east coast of the island, 
standing alone on a windswept 
and barren land stands a popular 
Aruba landmark – a large anchor. 
It overlooks the sea just beyond, 
watching over the shipping lanes. 
It stands there in memory and in 
honor of all seamen who have lost 
their life at sea. 


Where to Find the Anchor? 
The anchor is a “must see” land- 
mark when you visit Aruba. It is 
among the most photographed 
historical landmarks for the island. 
You want to make sure you add 
this stop on your itinerary when 
your visiting the south coast of Aru- 
ba. The bright red anchor against 
the backdrop of the deep blue 
Caribbean sea and the azure blue 
skies, make a great backdrop for 
your vacation pictures. 


The anchor is located at the en- 
trance to Gate 6 to the former 
Lago Colony. It is on the outskirts of 
Seroe Colorado, on the south east 
point of the island at the “T” junc- 
tion to Baby Beach. 
Depending on where you are stay- 
ing on the island, follow the signs 
that indicate the way to Baby 
Beach. Once you reach the T-junc- 
tion, it will be right in front of you. 


About the Anchor 
Size 


It will be hard to miss the anchor, 
it’s huge! The anchor that weighs 
21,772 kilos, is approximately 10 
feet 6 inches wide and 15 feet, 6 
inches tall. 
On the anchor there are some 
numbers. The 4112 and 4115, 
which are believed to be the serial 
numbers that refer to the “fluke” or 
horizontal and vertical parts of the 
anchor, respectively. The number 
21772K refers to the weight of the 
anchor in kilos. 
This type of anchor was manufac- 
tured by Hoesch Dortmund Horde, 
at a foundry located in Germany. 


Where did the Anchor Come From? 
There are a number of stories as 
to the origins of the anchor, which 
one do you think it was? (Unfortu- 
nately the mystery has never been 
solved, so your imagination can 
pick which one you think it might 
be!) 


Story 1: 
“According to Mr. Manuel M. Cu- 
riel, an ex-Lago Tug Captain, a fully 
laden VLCC (Very Large Crude 
Carrier) was seeking a mooring 
at the 15-mile anchorage, known 
as Bara, on the southern part of 
the island. This is the usual shallow 
mooring location for ships await- 
ing orders, etc. The weather was 
rough with strong current. The nor- 
mal procedure is that they would 


walk out three shackles (about 90 
feet) until the anchor touches the 
bottom while the chain must rest 
on the bottom. Subsequently, they 
will walk out some extra shackles 
and when the ship starts to swing 
or lean on one side, the anchor is 
properly set. Because of the rough 
weather, unfortunately they did 
not get the time to walk out the 
extra tackles and because of the 
tension exerted on the winch, it 
broke, and they lost the anchor 
and its chain.“ 


Story 2: 
“Mr. Curiel also said that at one 
time a small tanker with a Korean 
crew, while lifting their anchor also 
lifted another anchor near the in- 
ner harbor. When the ship asked 
for assistance, he went with his tug- 
boat along with a barge, to help. 
But eventually they had to cut the 
chain and let the anchor go to the 
bottom because they could not 
untangle them. ” 


How Did The Anchor Become a 
Landmark? 
Sometime between 1980 and 1985, 
three gentlemen (Mr. Wim Marti- 
nus – the Harbormaster of Aruba; 
Mr. August Genser – the ex-Division 
Superintendent of Lago’s Labora- 
tory; and Mr. Willie Davis – Owner 
of Filtec at Zeewijk in San Nicolas), 
were having a conversation with 


Mr. Charlie Brouns Jr. at his famous 
Charlie’s Bar and Restaurant in 
San Nicolas. Charlie, who was a 
visionary and had dreams for de- 
veloping the San Nicolas area, told 
these gentlemen that he would 
like to come up with something in- 
novative for the San Nicolas area 
to draw tourism to the area. 


The “anchor”, which at that time 
was being stored at the Oranjes- 
tad harbor, was suggested as an 
option. Charlie liked the idea! He 
then contacted the President of 
Lago for permission to acquire the 
anchor. He was granted permis- 
sion and the anchor was then re- 
located to its present location and 
dedicated “To All Seamen” on the 
occasion of the closing of the Lago 
Oil Refinery on March 31, 1985. 


Through the Years 
Through the years the Anchor was 
slowly weathering from the wind 
and salt. As time passed, sadly the 
origin and purpose of the anchor 
slowly faded away from people’s 
memories. 


After Charles Brouns Jr died on Sep- 
tember 15, 2004, his friend Mr. Sam 
Speziale, 
requested 
assistance 
from the management of Valero 
Aruba Refinery to help maintain the 
monument. The Valero Aruba Re- 
finery, graciously sandblasted and 
painted the anchor and poured a 
concrete pad around it. On April 
17, 2005, the anchor monument 
was rededicated “To All Seamen” 
in a formal ceremony in memory of 
Charles Brouns Jr. 


Today, the anchor stands both as 
memorial to all seaman who have 
lost their lives at sea, but also as a 
silent reminder that Seroe Colora- 
do is part of San Nicolas and that 
San Nicolas is still a vibrant and im- 
portant part of the island of Aruba. 


The Best Time to Visit 
When your planning your visit to 
the south end of the island, you will 
want to include in your itinerary the 
many things to see and do there. 
The anchor will be just one of these 
stops, (keep an eye out for our fu- 
ture editions, we publish our rec- 
ommendations!). 


With that being said, I have to say, 
if you enjoy catching a sunrise, the 
anchor is one of the best places on 
the island to catch the sunrise. But 
in reality, anytime is a good time to 
visit, depending on your personal 
schedule.q 


The Red Anchor situated at the entrance of former Lago Colony in San Nicolas 
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Unique fauna of Aruba 


For a small island, Aruba 
sure has a lot of unique 
treasures. Among these, 
we have some subspecies 
of animals that are unique 
to our island. These have 
evolved to perfectly adapt 
to our desert climate and 
make Aruba their home. 
At the same time, they are 
part of what makes Aruba 
truly one of a kind. 


Cascabel 
(rattlesnake, 
Crotalus durissus unicolor) 
According to the Arikok 
National Park, Aruba knows 
two kinds of snakes, the 
Santanero and the Casca- 
bel. The cascabel belongs 
to the rattlesnake family. 
The cascabel is the only 
venomous snake from Aru- 
ba. It has a length of 65cm 
to 100cm, and is about 4 to 
5cm wide. Its color varies 
from light brown to grey- 
brown, and its underbelly 
is white. On its back there 
are marks that are a little 
darker, in the shape of dia- 
monds. 


Its reproduction is ovipa- 
rous, meaning the offspring 
can hatch from their eggs 
just before, during or imme- 
diately after laying. 


The cascabel lives mainly 
in the Arikok National Park. 
It likes to live in dark plac- 
es, and is thus found hid- 
den among the limestone 
rocks and under stones. As 
a defense mechanism, the 
cascabel uses its rattle as a 
warning, and it is not an ag- 
gressive animal. 


The cascabel feeds on liz- 
ards, small mammals such 
as rats and mice. It para- 
lyzes or kills its prey with its 
venom, which is injected 
through a bite. The en- 


emies of the cascabel are 
donkeys, goats, humans 
and cars. Humans are the 
biggest enemy of the cas- 
cabel, as they kill them and 
destroy their habitat for ur- 
banization. 


Shoco 
(burrowing 
owl, 
Athene 
cunicularia 
aru- 
bensis) 
The shoco is a small bird 
which is seldom seen. They 
are active during the day 
but are more active later 
in the day and at night for 
hunting. These owls have 
very good night vision and 
very good hearing. 
The shoco is the national 
symbol of Aruba. 


The shoco has about 20cm 
of length, and the females 
are slightly heavier than 
the males. They are light 
brown in color, with many 
white spots. The belly of the 
Shoco is either white or light 
brown, and the shoco has 
striking yellow eyes. Its beak 
is yellow/green. Young owls 
do not have white spots 
and are lighter in color. 


The nest of the shoco is a 
burrow in the ground. If the 
shoco cannot find a bur- 
row, it will dig one in soft 
soil. The shoco lays one or 
two eggs every other day 
until all the eggs are laid – 
a shoco can lay up to four 
eggs. The first owlets hatch 
after three to four weeks. 
The shoco owl takes care of 
the owlets for three months 
until they leave the nest. 
Only a few owlets survive. 


The owlrs dig burrows in the 
ground with low grass veg- 
etation. An owl can live up 
to nine years. 


Its defense mechanism is 


simply to fly away or re- 
treat to its burrows. They 
eat mostly insects, mice 
and lizards, and the main 
threats to their survival are 
boas – an invasive species 
introduced by humans as 
pets – and humans through 
destruction of their habitat. 


Prikichi (parakeet, Aratinga 
pertinax) 
The Prikichi is the national 
bird of Aruba. On Aruba, 
Bonaire, and Curaçao, par- 
akeets can be found, but 
each of the three islands 
has a different breed. The 
Yellow-shouldered Amazon 
parakeet that we have on 
Aruba is also found along 
the coast of Venezuela. 
Unfortunately, there is in- 
terbreeding between the 
breeds due to cage birds 
from, for example, Cura- 
çao being released on 
Aruba. The parakeet popu- 
lation on Aruba is in danger 
due to extensive deforesta- 
tion occurring on the island 
because of the growing 
population. 


The prikichi weighs be- 
tween 90 to 100 grams. It 
has a greenish-brown head 
with some yellow around 
the eye. The back and 
wings of the parakeet are 
dark green, and the under- 
side of the body is a light- 
er shade of green. There 
is also a bit of blue in the 
wings. The parakeet's beak 
is gray/black. 
Parakeets often use ter- 
mite nests as breeding 
sites. Parakeets are found 
in all natural environments 
(mondi) of the island. It de- 
fends itself by flying away 
and loud cries. Parakeets 
eat seeds from the pods 
of the Kwihi tree, Divi Divi, 
and columnar cactus. They 
also consume natural fruits. 
Its main predators are boa 
constrictors, humans. 


Conew (cottontail rabbit, 
Sylvilagus floridanus nigro- 
nuchalis) 
The Eastern Cottontail rab- 
bit (Sylvilagus floridanus) 
was probably brought over 
to the island by Indian set- 
tlers thousands of years 
ago as a source of food. 
This rabbit, locally known as 
Conew, has spread all over 
the island and has become 


part of our ecosystem. The 
very 
adaptable 
Conew 
can live in a wide variety of 
habitats, including Aruba’s 
xeric scrublands, where it 
typically grazes on weeds 
and grasses. 


The Aruban Conew has a 
brownish grey color and a 
distinctive white belly. This 
white fur extends to the 
bottom of the tail which 
becomes visible as the rab- 
bit runs. These rabbits can 
grow up to approximately 
40 centimeters in length 
over their short lifespan of 
3 years. Cottontail rabbits 
reach reproductive ma- 
turity when they are just 2 
to 3 months old. A female 
rabbit, called a doe, finds 
a suitable nest spot under 
a shrub or rocks and lines it 
with fur. She can have an 
average of 3 to 4 litters per 
year averaging 5 young 
each. The doe only visits 
her young once or twice a 
day to nurse her babies for 
a period of 2 to 3 weeks. 
The young reach indepen- 
dence at 4 to 5 weeks. 


The Aruban Conew is an 
endangered species and 


protected by Aruban law. 
The Conew is thought to 
have drastically declined 
due to an increase in hu- 
man 
activities, 
habitat 
fragmentation and preda- 
tion by the invasive Boa 
constrictor as well as feral 
cats and dogs. However, 
recently there seem to be 
more rabbit sightings in rural 
and wilderness areas and 
also in the National Park. 
This could be linked to a re- 
cent decline of the invasive 
Boa population after the 
long period of drought. As 
the Conew can reproduce 
very quickly, a short break 
in predation pressure can 
lead to a fast increase of 
rabbits. Sadly, the Boas are 
back on the rise again with 
the truly wet rainy seasons 
we have recently experi- 
enced. This could cause a 
new decline in the Conew 
population that was just 
starting to recover. 


These are but a few of Aru- 
ba’s beautiful inhabitant, 
which we must all contrib- 
ute to protect. For more 
information, 
visit 
https:// 
www.arubanationalpark. 
org/main/flora-fauna/ 
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House for sale 
alto Vista Noord 
3 BR 2 Bath 
Lease land nice view from the 
islands 
Price :$500 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House for sale 
Kamay Noord 
3 BR 2 Bath 
10 min walk to palm beach 
Price : $650 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For sale 
Pos abow near 
super food Pizza Hut 
10 min walk to eagle beach 
3 BR 2 Bath with pool 
Price :$ 325 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Condo For sale 
Noord 
15 min walk to beach 
2 BR 2 Bath 
Price :$ 395 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For sale 
savaneta lease land 
400 m2 ( 4305,564 sq feet) 
1 BR , 1 Bath 
Ocean Front 
Price : $ 800 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


By KIMBERLY PALMER of 
NerdWallet 
One of the biggest mis- 
takes 
you 
can 
make 
when it comes to protect- 
ing yourself from financial 
scams is thinking you’re too 
smart to be duped by one. 
“We’re all vulnerable we 
can all fall for a scam giv- 
en the right set of circum- 
stances,” says Eva Velas- 
quez, president and CEO 
of the Identity Theft Re- 
source Center, a nonprofit 
organization that provides 
advice 
and 
assistance 
related to identity theft. 
Keeping yourself safe starts 
with accepting that fact, 
she adds. 
“You look at the profiles 
of victims who filed com- 
plaints and it runs the gam- 
ut from highly educated, 
high-income 
people 
all 
the way down to the most 
vulnerable people in our 
population,” 
says 
John 
Breyault, 
vice 
president 
of public policy, telecom- 
munications and fraud at 
the National Consumers 
League, a nonprofit ad- 
vocacy group that speaks 
out about consumer con- 
cerns. 
While there isn’t a “fool- 
proof solution to stay safe 
from all scams,” as Breyault 


A woman types on a keyboard in New York, Oct. 8, 2019. 


Associated Press 


Kimberly Palmer: How to stay safe from 
financial scams 


puts it, there are strategies 
you can employ to reduce 
your risk. Here are four of 
the most important ones: 
HANG UP AND ‘GO TO THE 
SOURCE’ 
If you’re contacted by 
anyone claiming to be 
your bank or other familiar 
company, end the con- 
versation and call the in- 
stitution’s verified number 
yourself, Velasquez says. 
“We always say, ‘If you did 
not initiate the interaction, 
then you need to go to the 
source,’” she adds. 
Otherwise, you don’t ac- 
tually know who’s on the 
other end of the line, she 
says, especially because 
scammers can spoof the 
number that shows up on 
your caller ID so it might 
look legitimate. 
In some cases, you might 
want to pay your bank a 
visit in person to get clari- 
fication. When Thorn Rob- 
erts, owner of a small busi- 
ness in Elizabeth, West Vir- 
ginia, received a payment 
request he didn’t recog- 
nize, he went to his bank to 
ask about it. 
“They knew it was a scam,” 
he says. As a result, he 
immediately 
canceled 
his 
accounts 
and 
cre- 
ated new ones. Thanks to 


his quick action and the 
bank’s help, his money was 
safe. 
SECURE 
AND 
MONITOR 
YOUR ACCOUNTS 
Basic online security prac- 
tices can also help protect 
you, Velasquez says. She 
recommends 
enabling 
multifactor authentication 
on your financial accounts, 
creating unique passwords 
and not sharing personal 
details such as your birth- 
date online.q 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Dakota: Tel. 588 7364 
Seroe Preto : Tel. 584 4833 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle Beach 
1 BR Week # 33 room # 4120 
29 weeks remain on the contract 
Price: 7 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Great investment opportunity 
House with 3x 1 BR and 1 x 2 
Bedroom 
With pool near zeerover in 
savaneta 
across the water its come with 3 
Jeep and 5 uTV 
Price : $ 3,7 Million 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Great investment opportunity 
42 condominium to be build 
Palm beach 5 min walk to the 
beach 
30 % construction done 
Price : $ 5 Million 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Great investment opportunity 
2656 m2 lease land on eagle 
beach 
12 office spaces approved to 
build 
Next to gloria 
Price $ 750 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Ocean suites 
Private islands 
1 BR WK # 29 /30 room # 2508 
garden View 
1 BR WK # 31 Room # 2336 
Harbor view 
Price for all 3 weeks $ 12 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance Ocean suites 
Private islands 
1 BR WK # 31 and 32 room # 
2115 
ground floor pool/ ocean view 
Price :$ 7 K each 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


La Cabana beach and casino 
eagle beach 
1 BR deluxe WK # 28 and 29 
Room # 243 d ocean front 
Price : $ 17 K both weeks 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 


Marriott surf club 
Palm beach 
2 BR Ocean Front 
gold season 
Price : $ 17 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 


La Quinta Beach Resort 
eagle Beach 
2 BR 2 Bath Week 30 and 31 
Room # 2307 
Price : $ 9 K each 
Call : 011-297 -630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For Sale 
Noord 10 min drive to palm 
beach 
super market , gas station 
3 BR 2 Bath 
Price : $ 350 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.online 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House for sale 
saliña serka 
Fixer upper 
3 BR 2 Bath with appartment 
Price :$325 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House for sale 
Ruby 
3 BR 2 bath with appartment 
With pool 
Price :$575 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Condo 
Pearl eagle Beach 
2 BR 2 Bath 
5 min walk to best beach in the 
Caribbean 
Price :$450 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Property land 
Palm beach 771 m2 ( 8298,875 
sq feet ) 
Prime location near a condo 
project 
5 min walk to palm beach 
Price :$ 252,800 
Call : 011-297-630 -1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


For Rent 
savaneta near zee rover 
and the ocean luxury 
appartment 
1 BR $ 280 PN 
2 BR $500 PN 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Great investment opportunity 
Property land 5000m2 
( 53819,552 sq feet) on eagle 
beach 
Price : $ 6,4 million american 
dollar 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Great investment opportunity 
Property land 
13,401m2 ( 144247,163 sq feet) 
2 KM away from eagle Beach 
Bubali aruba 
Price : us 2,950,000,00 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Time - share resale and Condo 
are you interested in sell your 
Time -share or Condo in aruba 
Call the experts 37 years doing 
honest 
Business on the islands 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites / 
Casa del Mar 
eagle beach 
1 BR and 2 BR for sale 
From week 14 to 50 
1 BR prices start at $2400 
2 BR prices start at $6000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 for 
inventory or email me at: johnny- 
paesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Eagle Resort 
eagle beach 
1 BR WK # 33 room # 326 a 
1 BR WK # 34 room # 2555 g 
Price : $ 6 K each 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
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By LEAH WILLINGHAM and 
KEN MILLER 
Associated Press 
Nearly two years after 10 
people were crushed to 
death during the deadly 
2021 Astroworld festival, no 
charges have been filed 
even though some people, 
including event workers, 
expressed safety concerns. 
Pinpointing “who exactly 
caused those deaths is not 
an easy question to an- 
swer,” said Sandra Guerra 
Thompson, a criminal law 
professor at the University 
of Houston Law Center. 
“It’s a very difficult thing to 
say, unless you have some 
kind of clear evidence 
that somebody in charge, 
whose job it was to ensure 
safety and who should 
have known better, failed 
to take action,” she said. 
A nearly 1,300-page report 
on the investigation into the 
tragedy released by Hous- 
ton police Friday said con- 
tract worker Reece Wheel- 
er told authorities that he 
saw a crush of people and 
warned an event organiz- 


er that people could die, 
shortly before rapper Travis 
Scott went onstage. 
In the report, investigators 
wrote that Scott said he 
did see one person near 
the stage getting medi- 
cal attention, but said that 
overall, the crowd seemed 
to enjoy the show. He said 


he did not see any signs of 
serious problems, nor did 
he hear anyone tell him to 
stop the show. 
Despite no charges be- 
ing filed, more than 500 
lawsuits have been filed 
over the deaths and inju- 
ries at the concert, includ- 
ing many against concert 


promoter Live Nation and 
Scott. Some of those suits 
have since been settled. 
Those 
who 
were 
killed 
ranged in age from 9 to 27, 
and all 10 people died due 
to compression asphyxia, 
according to medical ex- 
aminers. 
NO CHARGES BROUGHT 


In June, a Texas grand 
jury declined to indict six 
people in the case, includ- 
ing Scott. Prosecutors said, 
then, that the circumstanc- 
es of the deaths limited 
what charges they were 
able to present, eliminating 
potential counts such as 
murder, manslaughter and 
criminally negligent homi- 
cide. 
Thompson said the sheer 
number of people involved 
in putting on the event, the 
large scale of it, and the 
high bar for proving crimi- 
nal negligence or reck- 
lessness are challenges for 
prosecutors in cases like 
this. 
“It goes back to, who knows 
what’s going on, is that be- 
ing communicated?” she 
said. 
“Were they being told that 
people have died, and 
they still wanted the con- 
cert to go on? Or, were 
they being told that ‘Hey, 
some people are getting 
hurt, which might not be 
that unusual at an event 
like that?” q 


By MARIA SHERMAN 
AP Music Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — This 
year 
Whitney 
Houston 
would have turned 60, 
and a special celebration 
to raise money for a good 
cause is being planned for 
her birthday. 
Houston’s 
estate, 
Sony 
and Primary Wave Music 
will host the 2nd annual 
Whitney Houston Legacy 
of Love on Aug. 9, which 
will benefit the late singer’s 
foundation aimed at help- 
ing young people. 
Houston’s 
close 
friends 
BeBe Winans and Kim Burrell 
will perform at the gala at 
Atlanta’s St. Regis Hotel, 
as will Whitney’s brother, 
Gary, who toured with her 
for three decades. 
“When I turned 50, Whitney 
gave me two celebrations 
one in Ireland and one in 
London. I always tell every- 


one now that one of them 
was for her,” says Pat Hous- 
ton, Whitney Houston’s sis- 
ter-in-law and the executor 
of her estate. Houston died 
in February 2012 at age 48. 


“This year is Whitney at 60 
we’re all looking forward to 
being a part of the power 
of love in that room.” 
Houston found the Whit- 
ney Houston Foundation 


for Children in 1989 with the 
goal of empowering youth, 
providing resources to un- 
housed children, giving out 
college scholarships, and 
raising funds for charities 
like the Children’s Defense 
Fund and St. Jude Chil- 
dren’s Research. 
A charity auction will raise 
money for the foundation, 
which is now called the 
Whitney E. Houston Legacy 
Foundation. 
“We’re going to auction off 
a beautiful lavender dress 
Dolly Parton wore when 
she sang ‘I Will Always Love 
You’ at Country Music Tele- 
vision’s ‘100 Greatest Love 
Songs of Country Music’ 
special in 2004,” says Pat 
Houston. “This dress is par- 
ticularly special because 
it’s lavender, and lavender 
is Whitney’s favorite color.” 
The song, originally written 
by Parton, was recorded 


by Houston and became 
one of her great, everlast- 
ing hits. The Recording In- 
dustry Association of Amer- 
ica (RIAA) certified it dia- 
mond early last year, which 
means the track has sold 
and streamed 10 million 
equivalent units in the Unit- 
ed States. It became her 
first diamond single, and 
made Houston the third 
woman to ever achieve 
diamond-status with both 
a single and an album, fol- 
lowing Mariah Carey and 
Taylor Swift. 
Clive Davis will serve as hon- 
orary chairman. Recording 
Academy President Harvey 
Mason jr. is scheduled to 
attend. Also expected are 
Gamma’s Larry Jackson 
and Whitney Houston’s mu- 
sical director Rickey Minor. 
“I always tell people, Whit- 
ney is the star,” Pat Houston 
said. q 


The crowd watches as Travis Scott performs at Astroworld Festival at NRG park on Friday, Nov. 5, 
2021 in Houston. 


Associated Press 


10 people died at the Astroworld music festival two years ago. 
What happens now? 


Singer Whitney Houston performs at the pre-Grammy gala & 
salute to industry icons with Clive Davis honoring David Geffen 
in Beverly Hills, Calif., on Feb. 13, 2011. 


Associated Press 


Whitney Houston’s estate announces second annual Legacy of 
Love Gala 
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Washington tennis tournament offers equal status for women 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
poster hanging at the DC 
Open site shows Frances 
Tiafoe — a competitor in 
the field from nearby Mary- 
land — flanked by other 
men such as Andy Murray 
and Taylor Fritz and women 
such as Coco Gauff and 
Jessica Pegula. 
It is a simple visualization of 
a complicated change to 
a tournament that began 
Monday and has been 
around for men since 1969, 
added women via a simul- 
taneous but lower-tier and 
less-promoted event in 2009 
and now is taking a further 
step by touting itself as the 
first combined ATP-WTA 500 
event. That is two levels be- 
low Grand Slams and one 
level below Masters 1000s 
and 
was 
accomplished 
by elevating the women's 
portion through the lease 
of what had been a hard- 
court tourney in San Jose, 
California, played during 
the same week. 
While ostensibly that puts 
the men and women on 
equal footing in Washing- 
ton — where players both 
will be trying to win a tro- 
phy and to prepare for the 
U.S. Open, the year's last 
Grand Slam tournament — 
it still is not equal all the way 
around. Most notably: The 
men's champion receives 


a check for $353,445; the 
women's champion earns 
$120,150. That is not an 
anomaly. There are other 
stops on the professional 
tennis tours that include fe- 
male and male players but 
do not pay them evenly. 
"Our main goal is to work 
toward equal prize money. 
That is what we want on 
the WTA side and what we 
think is fair. Especially at the 
combined events, we don't 
want to see a discrepancy 
there. We want to see that 
we're earning the same at 


the same event," said Pegu- 
la, an American who is No. 
3 in the rankings and seed- 
ed No. 1 in Washington and 
a member of the women's 
tour's player council. "The 
fans are coming to watch 
both of us, and we should 
be making the same." 
All four Grand Slam tour- 
naments offer equal prize 
money across the board, 
something the U.S. Open 
started doing 50 years ago 
and others as recently as 
2007. That won't happen 
at the DC Open until 2027 


as part of a wider plan the 
WTA recently announced 
to get equal paychecks at 
certain events by that year 
and at others by 2033. 
"That will give everyone a 
chance to hopefully get 
revenues to grow to be 
able to afford it," said Mark 
Ein, who has been the tour- 
nament 
chairman 
since 
2019 and is part of the 
group that recently bought 
the NFL's Washington Com- 
manders from Dan Snyder. 
"When we took over the 
tournament, one of my 


top goals was to secure a 
women's event at an equal 
level as our men's," Ein said. 
"One of the things I love 
about tennis is it's really the 
only sport where athletes of 
both genders compete on 
the same playing surface 
at the same time." 
There are other discrepan- 
cies between the men's 
and women's brackets in 
Washington. The men's field 
is 48 players; the women's 
is 28. The rankings points 
available are nearly the 
same, but the men's cham- 
pion gets 500, the women's 
470. ike Pegula, three-time 
major champion Murray, 
who is seeded 15th in Wash- 
ington, said that all players 
"at the same event, on the 
same courts," should be vy- 
ing for the same payouts. 
"But I think for it ever to be- 
come like truly equal, the 
WTA and the ATP are actu- 
ally going to have to come 
together and work as one 
before that's the case, be- 
cause I don't think it's that 
straightforward 
just 
now 
that both tours have differ- 
ent sponsors, different TV 
deals and all of that stuff, 
too," Murray said. "There is a 
few things that still need to 
change, but I feel like things 
are going in the right direc- 
tion, like with the move to 
this event becoming a 500 
for both. Can obviously still 
get better."q 


Defending champion Liudmila Samsonova of Russia serves against Danielle Collins in a first-round 
match at the DC Open tennis tournament in Washington on Monday, July 31, 2023. Samsonova 
won 6-1, 6-3. 
Associated Press 


Saints coach Dennis Allen: Kamara plans 
to meet with Goodell about 2022 fight 


By BRETT MARTEL 
AP Sports Writer 
METAIRIE, La. (AP) — Saints 
coach Dennis Allen ex- 
pressed hope on Monday 
that Alvin Kamara's plan to 
meet with NFL commission- 
er Roger Goodell would 
help resolve any disciplin- 
ary action the star running 
back might face in con- 
nection with his arrest in a 
February 2022 fight during 
Pro Bowl weekend in Las 
Vegas. "Alvin really wants to 
get out ahead of this and 
have a chance to visit with 
Roger and kind of give him 
his side of the story," Allen 
said after the Saints' sixth 
practice of training camp 
at team headquarters. 


"I think part of it is: 'Let's 
get some resolution with 
where we're at and move 
forward.' I think Alvin is look- 
ing forward to putting this 
behind him and focusing 
in on what he has to do to 
be the best he can for our 
team this season." 
Allen said the Saints have 
yet to receive an indica- 
tion of if, or when, the NFL 
could decide on whether 
to discipline Kamara, who 
has been among New Or- 
leans' leaders in yards from 
scrimmage 
since 
2017, 
when he was selected as 
the NFL's Offensive Rookie 
of the Year. 
The NFL on Monday de- 
clined comment on Kama- 


ra's planned meeting with 
Goodell or any potential 
timeline for issuing disci- 
pline. 
Kamara played throughout 
the 2022 season while the 
NFL waited for a resolution 
to his court case, which 
also involved cornerback 
Chris Lammons. 
The two players were ac- 
cused, along with two oth- 
er defendants, of beating 
Darnell Greene Jr., of Hous- 
ton, unconscious following 
an altercation that spilled 
out of an elevator and into 
a hallway. 
Kamara 
and 
Lammons 
pleaded no contest on July 
11 to misdemeanors and 
agreed to each pay just 


more than $100,000 toward 
Greene's 
medical 
costs. 
The deal allowed the play- 
ers to avoid trial and possi- 
ble prison time after initially 
being charged with felo- 


nies. The plea agreements 
came in conjunction with 
a settlement of a civil case 
Greene 
filed. 
Financial 
terms of that deal remain 
undisclosed. q 


New Orleans Saints running back Alvin Kamara (41) goes 
through drills in practice during the Back Together Weekend fan 
appreciation initiative at the NFL team's football training camp 
in Metairie, La., Saturday, July 29, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Chris Buescher wins at Richmond and secures spot in NASCAR playoffs 


By HANK KURZ Jr. 
AP Sports Writer 
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — 
Chris Buescher was already 
in good position to qualify 
for NASCAR's playoffs. 
Now, even something re- 
markable over the last four 
races of the regular season 
won't keep him out. 
Buescher pulled away on a 
restart with three laps to go 
to win at Richmond Race- 
way on Sunday and snag 
one of the final spots in 
NASCAR's playoff field. 
Buescher led 88 laps and 
was ahead by nearly 6 
seconds when a caution 
came out with under 10 
laps to go. That erased his 
lead over Virginia native 
Denny Hamlin, who was 
booed by his hometown 
crowd before the race. 
But Hamlin got a poor final 
restart and Buescher easily 
pulled away for his first Cup 
Series win of the season, 
third of his career. 
"I knew that last restart was 
going to be tough, but I 
knew we had the speed in 
this thing," Buescher said. 
He and RFK Racing team- 
mate Brad Keselowski led 
a combined 190 of the 400 
laps in their Fords. Kesel- 
owski, now a part owner of 
the team, led 102 laps on 


the 0.75-mile oval. 
Buescher started 26th and 
had to drive through the 
field for the win that locked 
him into the 16-driver play- 
off field. Buescher became 
the 13th race winner this 
year and there are three 
playoff spots up for grabs 
over the next month. 
It was the 139th Cup win for 
primary team owner Jack 
Roush, second since Kesel- 
owski joined the ownership 
group. Ford now has 723 
wins in NASCAR's top Cup 
Series. "Everybody at RFK 
Racing who has worked so 
hard to get us to this point," 
said Buescher. 
Hamlin, winner last week at 
Pocono, finished second in 


a Toyota for Joe Gibbs Rac- 
ing. Kyle Busch was third 
in a Chevrolet for Richard 
Childress Racing, followed 
by the Fords of Joey Loga- 
no from Team Penske and 
Ryan Preece of Stewart- 
Haas Racing. 
"One win is good, but you 
get three or four or five 
and then you feel a lot bet- 
ter," Keselowski said. "It sure 
beats not having any at all, 
but we want to keep go- 
ing. It's nice to have one 
car locked in the playoffs. 
We need to get both cars 
locked in the playoffs. We 
have a good points gap, 
but we want wins and this is 
where we need to be." 
Keselowski, despite being 


winless this season, is still 
mathematically in conten- 
tion for the playoffs. 
The race was slowed just 
three times by caution 
flags, with the final yellow 
sending the leaders to pit 
road for four tires with eight 
laps to go. When the green 
flag was shown again, Bue- 
scher used the inside line to 
pull away for his third ca- 
reer victory. 
Hamlin's bid for the victory 
ended on the second lap 
of the final sprint when he 
drove in too deep in the first 
turn and slid up the track. 
He finished 0.549-seconds 
behind Buescher. 
"I got a bad restart," Hamlin 
said. "I had to recover too 
much ground from what I 
lost on the front stretch. Al- 
most got to the outside, and 
then in turn four, almost got 
to the outside again, and 
then in turn one, I was like 
'I'm just going to ship it in 
there and try to get to the 
outside one more time' and 
I just carried way too much 
speed and locked up the 
left front tires." 
LARSON-HAMLIN 
Kyle Larson, angered last 
week when Hamlin caused 
him to hit the wall while 
leading while Hamlin went 
on to win, was running a 


few laps down when he 
nudged Hamlin out of the 
way with 70 laps to go dur- 
ing Sunday's race. 
Larson, who won at Rich- 
mond in April, finished 19th. 
"I think he was having a 
frustrating 
day," 
Hamlin 
said. "It's all good." 
SCORCHER 
With temperatures in the 
mid-80s, it was about 15 
degrees cooler than Sat- 
urday, when the tempera- 
ture approached 100 and 
the heat index was at least 
105. 
Nevertheless, points leader 
Martin Truex Jr. still strug- 
gled. 
"It was definitely really, re- 
ally hot," he said. "It felt 
longer than 400 laps. I'll 
be honest, when we got 
to the end of stage two 
—– I thought there was no 
way. I thought that was the 
checkered flag. It just felt 
really, really long." 
Truex finished seventh. 
CLEAN RACE 
All 36 cars that started the 
race were still running at 
the end. 
UP NEXT 
The series moves to Michi- 
gan where Kevin Harvick, 
winless so far in this his final 
season, is the defending 
champion.q 


Chris Buescher raises the Cook Out 400 Trophy in Victory Lane 
after winning a NASCAR Cup Series auto race, Sunday, July 30, 
2023, in Richmond, Va. 
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FIFA’s final tiebreaker for Women’s World Cup will be the drawing of lots 


By The Associated Press 
SYDNEY (AP) — What hap- 
pens if teams finishing even 
on points cannot be sepa- 


rated by all of FIFA's tour- 
nament tiebreakers follow- 
ing the completion of the 
group stage at the Wom- 
en's World Cup? 
Soccer's world governing 
body has confirmed it's the 
drawing of lots, So, luck of 
the draw really could deter- 
mine which team advanc- 
es to the Round of 16 and 
which team goes home. 
FIFA issued a statement ex- 
plaining the drawing of lots 
"will only occur should all 
steps, as outlined in Article 
13 of the Competition Reg- 
ulations, prove unable to 


determine the ranking." The 
tournament's tiebreaker cri- 
teria starts with which of the 
tied teams in the group has 
superior goal difference in 
its group matches and the 
greatest number of goals 
scored. 
If that's not enough to de- 
termine a final rankings, 
then 
the 
head-to-head 
results between the teams 
concerned is the tiebreak- 
er. If that doesn't work, it 
goes down to a tabulation 
of how many yellow and 
red cards each team has 
accrued through the tour- 


nament. 
In the highly unlikely sce- 
nario that the teams are 
still unable to be separat- 
ed after all that, FIFA will 
draw lots to determine the 
group rankings. If required, 
those draws will take place 
in Sydney, will be open to 
accredited media and will 
be streamed.Drawing of 
lots involves slips of paper 
placed inside plastic balls 
which are put into a bowl 
and drawn randomly. It's 
similar to how the group- 
ings for World Cup tourna- 
ments are conducted. q 


United States players stand on the field during the national 
anthem before the FIFA Women's World Cup Group E soccer 
match between the United States and the Netherlands in 
Wellington, New Zealand, Thursday, July 27, 2023. 
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